THERMOPOLIS, WYOMING

ECONOMIC, DEMOGRAPHIC and GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Thermopolis-Hot Springs County Economic Development Company

420 Broadway Street, Thermopolis, WY 82443

Phone: 1-800-501-6708 or 307-864-2348
Fax: 307-864-9353

Web site:  www.thermopolisedc.com
E-Mail:  thermopolisedc@rtconnect.net
LOCATION
Thermopolis is located in the Big Horn Basin of northwest Wyoming, 130 miles west of Casper and about 100 miles south of the East Entrance of Yellowstone National Park.  Surrounded by mountain ranges, with the Big Horn River running through town, Thermopolis is the site of the world’s largest mineral hot springs, located in Hot Springs State Park.

POPULATION
Thermopolis - 2,934; Hot Springs County - 4,590; Within 35 minute commute – approximately 14,000; More than 80,000 people live within a hundred mile radius of Thermopolis.

CLIMATE
The elevation is 4,300 feet above sea level.  Low humidity, warm to hot summers, cool to cold winters.  Monthly average temperature 46.3 (July 71.7, January 20.2).  Average annual sunshine days: 321.  Growing season: 110 days.  Average annual moisture: 11.6”.  Average annual snowfall: 37.4”.  Relatively little wind.

EDUCATION
Of county residents aged 25 and over, 84.2% are High School graduates, and 17.9% are College graduates.  Thermopolis students consistently score above national averages on Standardized Tests (e.g. ACT).  School enrollment (March 2005) 674 (233 in high school).  North-Central Accreditation.  Central Wyoming College (a two-year institution offering transfer college credit as well as occupational, community service and adult education programs) is 55 miles to the south.

TAXES
The State of Wyoming has no personal income, corporate income, or inventory taxes.  There is a retail sales tax of 5%.  Current local taxes include a residential property tax of 9.5% market value, an industrial property tax of 11.5%.  There is a City Mill Levy of 8 mills, and a County Mill Levy of 12 mills.

ZONING
Thermopolis has a development plan with zoning for all categories of usage.  There is no development fee beyond the normal licensing requirements.

LABOR FORCE
County 2,482.  Within 1 hour commute: 13,000.  Unemployment rate: 5.3%.  Median household income: $25,607.  Per Capita Income (Hot Springs County):  $16,858.

HOUSING
Average 3 BR home $100,000 - $150,000.

Average rental: Apartment (2 BR, 1 BA) $225-375; House (3BR, 2BA) $400-500

UTILITIES
Water, Electricity, Natural Gas, Sewage, Sanitation, Telephone and Internet Service, Cable TV.  Thermopolis’ water supply far exceeds EPA standards.  High-Speed, Broad-Bandwidth Internet Service Available, reasonable priced.

MAJOR HIGHWAYS
US 20, WY 120, Nearest Interstate Highway:  I-25, 130 miles (Casper, WY).

AIRPORTS
Local (4,800 ft. runway); Worland Municipal (33 miles north); Riverton Regional (52 miles south); Yellowstone Regional (Cody—84 miles north); Casper International (130 miles east).

PARCEL SERVICES
United Parcel Service, Federal Express, US Postal Service, DHL

TRUCKING
Thermopolis is served by five trucking firms.

CAR RENTAL
Rent-a-Wreck 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Four banks, one private lending institution.

BUSINESS PATTERNS
	INDUSTRY                       AVERAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT                AVERAGE ANNUAL WAGE

                                                                                                      2000                                                                                           2000 

	Agriculture Forestry, & Fishing
	  55
	12,909

	Mining
	149
	37,779

	Construction
	  86
	23,276

	Manufacturing
	  53
	14,114

	Transportation, Communications

    & Public Utilities
	  92
	35,226

	Wholesale Trade
	  87
	28,470

	Retail Trade
	322
	11,212

	Finance, Insurance & Real Estate
	  67
	20,504

	Services  
	948
	18,840

	Public Administration
	141
	19,429


QUALITY OF LIFE

Thermopolis is situated in a spectacular setting in a valley surrounded by hills and mountains.  Western-friendly small town quality, with low crime rate, excellent public utilities and schools, churches of most denominations.  State and region are business-friendly.  It’s truly an undiscovered jewel of the West.

AREA RECREATIONAL ATTRACTIONS
4 baseball fields, 2 basketball courts, 4 tennis courts, an ice skating pond, 4 town parks, 8-lane bowling alley, 9-hole golf course, miniature golf course, 2 racquetball courts, indoor movie theater, soccer field, rodeo arena, fair grounds, canoeing and whitewater rafting, big-game (antelope, deer, elk, bighorn sheep, bear, moose) hunting, waterfowl and upland game bird hunting, fishing, cross-country skiing.

Local and nearby scenic and cultural attractions include Hot Springs State Park (buffalo herd), Boysen Reservoir (20,000 acres), Wind River Canyon, Legend Rock Petroglyphs, Hot Springs County Historical Museum, Wyoming Dinosaur Center, Old West Wax Museum and Dancing Bear Folk Center.  About 2,000,000 acres of wilderness are within easy distance of Thermopolis.

For more information check these websites & phone numbers: www.townofthermopolis.com (Town of Thermopolis-phone 1-307-864-9285), www.thermopolisedc.com (Thermopolis-Hot Springs Co. Economic Development Company-phone: 1-800-501-6708 or 1-307-864-2348); www.thermopolis.com (Chamber of Commerce-phone 1-307-864-3192)







